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1. Assignment description!

Blog entry!

•  Free style, format (1000 words)!

•  Free topics, based on own experiences!

•  3 elements: class text, image, outside text!

•  Explicitly say how the 3 elements relate!

Comment to blog entry!

•  Free choice, format (500 words)!

•  What aspect of the blog entry!

•  Express agreement, disagreement!

2. Assignment context, students!

Course!

•  Since 2007, seven courses!

•  Medical Anthropology (5), Public Health (1), and 

Applied Anthropology (1) !

•  U. of Washington (Seattle), U. Del Valle 

(Guatemala), U. of Denver. !

Students!

•  Majority advanced undergraduates or graduates !

•  Majority anthropology majors!

•  25% majors in health or in development.  !

3. Assignment evolution and self-regulating learning!

Blog entry!

•  Initial assignment!

•  Current assignment!

•  Future assignment!

4. Student analysis and feedback!
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Posi<ve	  aspects	  
of	  the	  
assignment?	  

-‐We	  were	  not	  restricted	  by	  
structure	  or	  format	  
-‐Students	  have	  the	  
responsibility	  to	  decide	  the	  
topics	  of	  blog	  retries	  	  
-‐And	  I	  was	  given	  the	  chance	  to	  
tell	  my	  own	  story	  and	  
experiences.	  
-‐I	  gained	  mo<va<on	  by	  learning	  
from	  others,	  in	  turn,	  enhancing	  
everyone’s	  learning.	  

-‐There	  were	  lots	  of	  benefits	  to	  
me	  and	  to	  the	  class	  	  
-‐The	  	  opportunity	  to	  
intertwine	  personal	  
experiences,	  with	  readings,	  
and	  concepts,	  although	  the	  1st	  
assignment	  caused	  some	  ini<al	  
stress.	  	  
-‐I	  enjoyed	  reading	  others’	  blog	  
posts,	  and	  reflec<ng	  on	  their	  
comments	  on	  mine.	  

Nega<ve	  aspects	  
of	  the	  
assignment?	  

-‐What	  makes	  this	  assignment	  
interes<ng	  is	  that	  we	  could	  
speak	  out	  freely.	  	  
-‐However,	  some<mes	  I	  felt	  like	  
the	  topics	  of	  blog	  entries	  were	  
too	  broad	  to	  discuss	  in	  the	  
class.	  	  
-‐Not	  enough	  <me	  for	  class	  
discussions	  

-‐A	  number	  of	  people	  
expressed	  their	  displeasure	  
with	  the	  lack	  of	  structure	  
-‐I	  found	  that	  to	  be	  a	  strength	  
of	  the	  exercise.	  	  
-‐If	  instructor’s	  expecta<ons	  
are	  made	  clear	  at	  the	  
beginning,	  a	  lot	  of	  confusion	  
could	  be	  avoided.	  

What	  did	  I	  learn	  
from	  it?	  

-‐Mo<va<on	  	  
-‐how	  to	  integrate	  images	  with	  
contents.	  It	  is	  powerful	  to	  
choose	  appropriate	  images	  to	  
strengthen	  my	  argument	  
-‐I	  got	  to	  know	  medical	  systems	  
of	  other	  places	  such	  as	  America,	  
India,	  Italy.	  Their	  stories	  that	  we	  
could	  hardly	  learn	  from	  
textbook	  aRracted	  me.	  
-‐I	  gained	  confidence	  realizing	  
other	  students	  were	  learning	  
from	  me	  

-‐Others’	  views	  of	  the	  
healthcare	  system,	  shaped	  by	  
their	  own	  experiences	  
-‐Everyone	  took	  something	  
different	  away	  from	  the	  blogs	  
-‐It	  integrates	  the	  readings,	  
personal	  experiences,	  and	  
class	  discussions	  into	  a	  
tangible	  ac<vity.	  	  
-‐Offers	  a	  format	  for	  thoughUul	  
reflec<on,	  and	  the	  
con<nua<on	  of	  discussions	  
outside	  of	  the	  classroom	  

Would	  you	  
recommend	  its	  
con<nua<on?	  

-‐I	  would	  definitely	  recommend	  
to	  con<nue	  using	  it.	  	  
-‐Sugges<on:	  narrow	  down	  the	  
topic	  and	  discuss	  our	  blog	  
entries	  in	  class	  

-‐Yes,	  vehemently.	  	  
-‐I	  have	  some	  ideas	  on	  how	  to	  
further	  incorporate	  this	  kind	  of	  
learning	  exercise	  into	  different	  
courses.	  	  
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• Different	  learning	  strategies	  
• Planning	  and	  progress	  monitoring	  
• Organizing	  (concept	  maps	  and	  other)	  
• Rehearsal	  (memorizing)	  
• Elabora<on	  (summarizing,	  paraphrasing,	  etc.)	  

Strategic	  knowledge	  

• Comprehending	  direc<ons	  (i.e.	  meaning	  of	  verbs)	  
• Assessing	  difficulty	  of	  the	  task	  
• Deciding	  wisely	  what	  learning	  and	  thinking	  strategies	  to	  
use	  

Knowledge	  about	  tasks	  

• Knowing	  one’s	  strengths	  and	  weaknesses	  as	  learner	  
• Accurately	  judging	  one’s	  command	  of	  the	  material	  
• Knowing	  what	  strategies	  work	  best	  for	  oneself	  to	  
accomplish	  given	  tasks	  

Self-‐knowledge	  

Quoted	  from	  Nilson,	  p	  2-‐3	  
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