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The Approach

| completely revised my teaching approach. | reduced my
lecture time and created in-class exercises that are interactive
and help the students engage with the materials and each
other. | added practical assignments that require deeper

- thinking and an ability to synthesize the material and apply it to

real life situations. | also used maps and charts to help them
gain an understanding of how all the material fits together.

| broke down the assessment process so students could
demonstrate a mastery of particular subjects and of the course
content as a whole. | have gradually shifted away from final
exams to a combination of quizzes, papers, presentations, and
long-term projects. These assignments proved to be a better
criteria to determine a grade, one that more accurately
reflects students’ progress, their effort, and their command of
the material.




Connect the activities that you are doing with specific learning objectives, so the students know why they
are doing what might appear to be extra work. Explain that they will learn much more using an active
learning approach. This will help to sell your agenda to the students. | often explain, “Studies show that if
you..., you will learn more.” Students like to know you are thinking about their learning and you are
providing this opportunity to be part of an active learning environment in order to help them succeed in
the class. It is also important to be flexible and enthusiastic. The goal is to foster an exciting learning
environment.

| am still working on forward-looking assessments. | now require students to do a reflection on their work
mid-way through an assignment. This gives them the opportunity to think about how they can improve
their grade and work more effectively.
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